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The Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee completed its 
public record on the Gulf of 
Tonkin investigation yester- 
day, releasing answers to ques- 
tions raised at its controver- 
sial questioning of former De- 
fense Secretary Robert S. 
McNamara last February. 

Though Committee Chair- 
man J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) 
noted in the preface he had no 
desire “to revive the contro- 
versy over the (1964) incidents 
in the Gulf of Tonkin,” the 
documents published raised 
questions in three areas cov- 
ered by the original investiga- 
tion: 

1- Joint Chiefs contingency 
planning in 1964 for extending 
the Vietnam war to the North. 

2. Indications that Defense 
Department officials believed 
before the Tonkin incidents 


that North Vietnam would 


claim a 12-mile limit for its 
territorial waters. 

3. Admission by the Defense 
Department that what was de- 
scribed as new intelligence in- 
formation on Tonkin supplied 
by McNamara before the com- 
mittee was nothing more than 
the identity of the source of 
already known information. 


s 


The 1968 hearing followed a 
committee staff investigation 
of the 1964 naval engagements 
between U.S. destroyers per- 
forming mtelhgence patrols in 
the Gulf of Tonkin and North 
Vietnamese torpedo boats. At 
the February closed-door hear 
mg, Fulbright asked what rec 
ommendations u.S. military 
officers had made prior to 
' Ju } y ’ 1964 > “to extend the war 
into the North by bombing or 
other means?” 

Secretary McNamara re- 
plied: “We have identified no 
such recommendation.” Gen. 
Earle G. Wheeler, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs, went further 
saying, “. . . to the best of my 
knowledge and belief during 
that (1964) period there was no 
thought of extending the war 
into the North ” 

In a subsequent letter to 
Fulbright, however, Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Paul C. 

. . Warnke wrote that the 
joint chiefs in early 1964 had 
done contingency planning 
for several possible types of 
military action which might be ' 
brought againyt North Viet- 
nam.” But, Warnke wrote, “no 
definitive recommendation for 
extending the war - to the 
^ ac * m fact been made, 
oy the Joint Chiefs of Staff.” 

Territorial Waters 

On the question of North 
letnam’s attitude toward the 
12-m:le limit, the committee’s 
new publication includes a 
May l, 1963 message from the 
Director of Naval Intelligence 
which notes the North Viet- 
namese government “has not 
publicly proclaimed limits of 
territorial seas” but adds that 
there is a good possibility 
the North Vietnamese) will • 
subscribe to the 12-mile limit' 
maimed by other Communist 
nations if the) issue were 
raised.” 



